Abstract: This paper identifies 441 phrases that are seven words long or longer, that are common to the Book of Mormon and the New Testament, but that are not found in the Old Testament. These phrases are proposed as candidate quotations of the New Testament by the Book of Mormon. This is important because the presence of any New Testament material in the Book of Mormon would seem to be inherently anachronistic and therefore potentially problematic for those who accept the Book of Mormon as a religious text. This study defines three categories of New Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon, and identifies for each category the potential modes of transmission that would permit the appearance of a New Testament quotation in the Book of Mormon that would also be consistent with the internal structure of the book. This study shows that all potential modes of transmission either require a supernatural assumption or the conclusion that authorship of the Book of Mormon postdates the King James Version of the Bible.
INTRODUCTION
The Book of Mormon, which was published in 1830, claims to be a 19 th Century translation by Joseph Smith Jr. of an ancient abridgement of a library of even more ancient sacred records that had been originally written by three different groups of Hebrews or Israelites that had crossed the ocean to arrive in the New World. All three migrations are said to have occurred long before the time of Christ, and the migrants to the New World remained physically separated from all human contact with the Old World until the record was completed around 421 AD, which is why it seems strange to find quotations from the New Testament in the Book of Mormon. One of the first things a reader of the Book of Mormon will notice is that it is written in a language and style which is very similar to the King James Version of the Bible. The reader will soon encounter recognizable quotations from the Old Testament, including long quotations from the book of Isaiah in the second book of the Book of Mormon, called 2 Nephi. This is not particularly surprising, however, since according to the account contained in the Book of Mormon, one group of Hebrews left Jerusalem shortly before its fall circa 600 BC, and they took their own copies of the sacred records that they already had (sometimes referred to as the Brass Plates of Laban) with them on a trans-oceanic voyage to the American continent, where they proceeded to write their own religious and secular history. It was this history, primarily, that is said to have become the Book of Mormon, and it would have been strange indeed if such a history, especially the religious portion, did not occasionally quote from the sacred history they had brought with them. From the way the Book of Mormon quotes and describes these records, it would appear that they contained all or most of the portions of the Old Testament that had been written to that point, plus a few additional writings that did not make it into the Old Testament (see 1 Nephi 19:10 and 2 Nephi 4:2). So the fact that there are Old Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon is not particularly troubling. On the contrary, for many, the Book of Mormon is a useful commentary on the Bible [1 -7] . There are important questions that arise with regard to the dependence of the Book of Mormon on the King James Version of the bible, however, and those questions have meaningful implications for persons interested in a critical analysis of the Book of Mormon [8 -12] , as well as for those studying Book of Mormon authorship [13, 14] , historicity [15 -17] , and methods of translation of the Book of Mormon [18 -24] . The Book of Mormon also contains a number of quotations from the New Testament, and at first glance these would appear to be anachronistic [19] , since the Book of Mormon peoples are depicted as having left Jerusalem for the New World prior to the writing of the New Testament. For certain quotations there is a simple explanation that is internally consistent with the Book of Mormon narrative, and that eliminates the apparent anachronism. For example, the book of 3 Nephi contains an account of the visit of Jesus Christ to a group of Book of Mormon people shortly after his death and resurrection in Jerusalem. During that visit, Jesus taught the people and gave an address very similar to the Sermon on the Mount contained in Matthew chapter 5. Since the authors of Matthew and 3 Nephi were both recording a sermon preached by the same individual (although at different times, locations, and to different audiences), both the similarities and the differences are easily explained. There are other New Testament quotations, however, that are not as easily explained.
The issue of New Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon has been raised by various authors, most notably Jerald and Sandra Tanner [25 -27] . The Tanners (2010) published an extensive list of 3,018 potential quotations from the New Testament in the Book of Mormon. The various lists published by the Tanners have been criticized on the grounds that: 1) some of the potential quotations are too short to be really meaningful (two or three word phrases); 2) many of the potential quotations are also to be found in the Old Testament; and 3) many of the quoted phrases were in common usage at the time the Book of Mormon was published [28 -30] . On the other end of the spectrum, Matthews reports that he has found only 75 legitimate examples of New Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon [3] . As a result of the significant disagreement among researchers regarding the number of legitimate New Testament quotations to be found in the Book of Mormon, the true size and scope of the issue has yet to be agreed upon and discussed. The purpose of this paper is to make a first effort at creating a comprehensive inventory of meaningful New Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon that do not also occur in the Old Testament that will be acceptable to both secular and religious scholars of the Book of Mormon, and to discuss the implications of those quotations for a more complete understanding of the Book of Mormon.
II. BACKGROUND
In order to understand the importance of a potential New Testament quotation in the Book of Mormon, one must understand in more detail than already given the internal structure of the Book of Mormon and the process by which it is said to have been originally recorded, edited, compiled, and later translated. Only then can a potential New Testament quotation be designated as internally consistent or anachronistic. The Book of Mormon, which was published in 1830, claims to be a 19 th Century translation by Joseph Smith Jr. of an ancient abridgement of a library of ancient sacred records that had been originally written by three different groups of Hebrews or Israelites that had crossed the ocean to arrive in the New World. The first group, known as the Jaredites, left the Old World around the time of the Tower of Babel (circa 2,200 BC) and established a large colony in the New World. They died out due to extreme warfare around 600 BC, leaving behind a history recorded on a stone tablet and 24 metal plates. By the time the Jaredite records were written, however, their language and manner of writing had evolved to the point where it was not understandable by other groups (Mosiah 8:8-11). When translated by one ancient prophet and abridged by another, however, the record of the Jaredite nation became part of the ancient library of sacred records that eventually became the book of Ether in the Book of Mormon.
A second group of Hebrews described by the Book of Mormon comprised the descendants of a man named Mulek, who was a son of the Judean King Zedekiah. Mulek and others escaped the destruction of Jerusalem circa 600 BC, crossed the ocean, and landed in the New World somewhere near the homeland of the Jaredites, where they encountered the last remaining king and member of the Jaredite nation, who lived with them for nine months until his death. When the followers of Mulek encountered the Jaredite records, they could not read them. The descendants of Mulek's migrant group established a city-state called Zarahemla, and were known in the Book of Mormon as the "people of Zarahemla," but in common usage today they are also called the Mulekites. They did not bring with them any written records from the Old World, however, so their ability to read and write was soon lost and their language evolved significantly, to the point where they had trouble communicating when they encountered the third group of Hebrews (Omni 1:17-21).
The third group of Hebrews consisted of the descendants of a Jerusalem prophet named Lehi, who was a contemporary of Mulek. Lehi and Mulek made separate voyages to the New World at roughly the same time shortly before the destruction of Jerusalem (around 600 BC), but the two groups were unaware of each other until they encountered one another by accident hundreds of years later in the New World. Lehi brought with him a large collection of writings called the Brass Plates of Laban, as described above, providing him with access to most of what we would now call the Old Testament. The descendants of Lehi's migrant party split into two groups named for two of Lehi's sons, the Nephites and the Lamanites.
The Nephites and Lamanites engaged in nearly constant warfare throughout their approximately 1,000 year history, and at one point warfare caused the Nephites to leave their homeland and travel through the wilderness until they encountered the Mulekites, or the people of Zarahemla. When the two groups met, they were merged into one. The Nephites had a more evolved culture due to the ability of the leaders to read and write, however, and they soon came to dominate the merged group of Mulekites and Nephites. The Nephite leaders received the Jaredite records from the Mulekites and were able to translate them by inspiration and add them to their already large collection of written records. After that point, the Mulekites lost their independent identity and were simply considered Nephites.
The Book of Mormon contains an account of the visit of Jesus to the Nephites somewhere in the Americas, shortly after his resurrection in Jerusalem (circa 34 AD). According to this account found in 3 Nephi, Jesus taught the Nephites his gospel and established a fully Christian Church, led by 12 disciples, which continued to operate after he left them and was taken back into heaven. The Nephites and Lamanites continued to compete violently until around 421 AD the illiterate Lamanites completely destroyed the Nephite civilization. Sensing the impending doom of his people, one of the last Nephites, a great general and prophet named studies could investigate whether any substantial differences would be noticed if other versions of the Book of Mormon, such as the Critical Text edited by Skousen [12] , were used. Also, it should be noted that the version of the KJV used for this study did not include the Apocrypha, so this study did not pick up any potential quotations from that collection of books that have been noted by others [25, 34] , such as the possible correlation between 2 Esdras 13:41 and Ether 2:5.
All extraneous text, formatting, and punctuation were stripped out of the text files, leaving only the scriptural references (i.e. 1 Nephi 3:30) and the corresponding verses themselves (i.e. "and after the angel had spoken unto us he departed"). For each verse, a tab was inserted between the scripture reference and the associated verse, creating a tab-delimited file. Each tab-delimited text file was then imported into a separate tab in a Microsoft Excel worksheet. Various Excel Pivot Tables and Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) programs were then utilized to analyze the text of each book of scripture. In the first stage, the number and frequency of unique words in each book was determined. Then, the list of unique words in each book was compared to each other book to determine which words were common between books and which were unique to the three books. In the second stage, strings of words were compared between books in an attempt to identify direct quotations of one book in another book. Trial runs found that using a string length of five identical words that occurred in the same order as the criterion to identify a "quotation" resulted in a large number of possible quotations that were either devoid of predictive power or redundant because they were a sub-string within a larger quote. Likewise, trial runs found that using a string length of nine missed several known quotations, either because the actual quote was too short or, more often, because of small word changes in the quotation. Therefore, a string length of seven words that occurred in the same order was chosen as the criterion for identifying a candidate "quotation" for this study.
First, a list of unique common seven-word or longer strings was compiled for the New Testament and the Book of Mormon (2,524 strings found). Next, the list was pruned down by eliminating all phrases such as, "and it came to pass that he" that do little to identify a legitimate quotation. That process greatly reduced the list to 526 instances of 359 unique phrases that are common between the Book of Mormon and the New Testament and likely to indicate a quotation. Next, any of those phrases that also occurred in the Old Testament were eliminated. This resulted in a list of 441 instances of 318 unique phrases that are likely candidates as New Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon. It is possible that some quotations were missed because the comparable passages appear to be paraphrased versions of one another (compare for example the discussions of resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:53 -55 and Mosiah 16:6 -10). It would be interesting to see if even more potential quotations could be identified using fuzzy string comparison techniques based on the Levenshtein distance [35] between the comparison strings, such as the fast bitmap algorithm by Manber and Wu [36] . Nevertheless, a relatively large number of potential quotations (441) were identified using the method described.
IV. RESULTS
Unique Words in Each Book and Those Common to One or More Books An Excel Pivot Table was used to count the number of unique words that occurred in each book of scripture and those which were common to the various books. The results can be illustrated by the Venn Diagram in Figure 1 below. The program found that the Book of Mormon uses 5,620 unique words, the New Testament uses 6,043 unique words, and the Old Testament uses 10,850 unique words. In terms of unique words that are common between books, the least interesting fact is that there are 2,842 words that are common to all three books. These ordinary words, such as "the," "children" and "creator," give us no unique insight into any of the books. On the other hand, as the diagram shows, each book has a large number of words unique to itself. The Book of Mormon has 1,395 words that are unique to it; the Old Testament has 5,837 unique words, while the New Testament has 1,533 unique words. Although not the primary focus of this paper, a study of those unique words could give insight into what makes each book distinct from the others. For example, the use of the words "allsearching," "all-powerful," and "all-wise," as attributes of God only occurs in the Book of Mormon. There are 943 words that the Book of Mormon shares with the Old Testament that are not found in the New Testament, 1,228 words that are shared by the Old and New Testaments that do not appear in the Book of Mormon, and 440 words that are shared by the Book of Mormon and the New Testament that do not appear in the Old Testament.
Some interesting examples of words common to the Book of Mormon and the Old Testament but not found in the New Testament are shown in Table 1 below. The table is not meant to be exhaustive by any means, but it is illustrative of certain common themes. Table 1 shows an enormous interest in warfare, and in describing the physical world inhabited by these peoples, including descriptions of how the people lived, worked, and managed their affairs. This is something the Book of Mormon shares with the Old Testament. 
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On the other hand, Table 2 above reveals the near total focus on the Christian religious themes in common between the Book of Mormon and the New Testament, and a comparative (though not total) lack of interest in clothing, warfare, technology, travel, record keeping, and government. The complete list of words common to the New Testament and the Book of Mormon that do not appear Old Testament is provided in Appendix A. In terms of religious words alone, the Book of Mormon seems to have much more in common with the New Testament than the Old Testament.
New Testament Quotations in the Book of Mormon
A search for strings of seven words or more occurring in the same order in both the Book of Mormon and the New Testament resulted in 2,524 instances of 490 unique matching search strings. It is useful to investigate both the matching strings that occur frequently and those that occur infrequently. Table 3 below shows the strings of seven words that occur at least once in the New Testament, and that occur 10 or more times in the Book of Mormon.
Table 3 -Frequency of Common Strings of Seven Words or More, Frequency Greater than 10
Seven Word or More String
Match Frequency and it came to pass that when 573 and it came to pass that the 378 and it came to pass that he 169
and it came to pass that after 113 and it came to pass that as 109 him and it came to pass that 100 and it shall come to pass that 86 and it came to pass as he 41 hewn down and cast into the fire 28
and it came to pass that when jesus had 24 the lord and it came to pass that 22 it came to pass that when jesus had 20 from the presence of the lord and 19 and it came to pass that on the 18 the god of abraham and the god of isaac and the god of jacob 16 verily verily i say unto you that 13 and it came to pass that while 13 and it came to pass that when jesus 12 us and it came to pass that 11 of god and it came to pass 11
A brief review of Table 3 shows that the largest number of matches occurs with phrases, such as, "and it came to pass that when," "and it came to pass that he," and "verily verily i say unto you." These phrases obviously occur in both the Book of Mormon (BoM) and the New Testament (NT), but since they do not describe the action but rather merely introduce it, they are not useful for detecting a quotation of the New Testament by the Book of Mormon. For this reason, all such phrases were eliminated in the search for quotations. On the other hand, Table 3 shows other phrases, such as "hewn down and cast into the fire," and "the god of abraham and the god of isaac and the god of jacob" that appear to be meaningful, and the fact that they occur so frequently calls for an explanation.
Once the introductory phrases were eliminated as possible quotations, there still remained 10 strings that seemed to be rather incidental uses of a common phrase. The way these strings were used in the Book of Mormon was different than the way they were used in the New Testament, so these were also eliminated as possible quotations. Table 4 below shows the strings that were eliminated as being an incidental use of a common phrase. They are reported here for completeness sake, partly because they might prove useful to another researcher, and partly so that other researchers could reproduce these results of this study. Hebrews 10:31 to fall into the hands of the Following this winnowing process, there remained 526 instances of 359 unique strings of length seven words or longer that occur in both the New Testament and the Book of Mormon and that seemed to be meaningful. A search was made for these strings in the Old Testament and any phrases found were eliminated as possible New Testament quotations, since they could also be Old Testament quotations and still be consistent with the Book of Mormon narrative. Once those phrases were eliminated, there remained 441 instances of 318 unique strings that are found in the New Testament and the Book of Mormon, but that do not occur in the Old Testament. The most common are shown in Table 5 below. Table 6 below shows those Book of Mormon verses that contain elements in common with four or more New Testament verses. In addition, there are certain phrases that appear in multiple New Testament verses and multiple Book of Mormon verses. For example, the phrase, "hewn down and cast into the fire," is found 8 times for one New Testament verse and 10 times for two other New Testament verses. This accounts for the 28 occurrences of the string in Tables 3 and 5 above. Similarly, the phrase, "the god of abraham and the god of isaac and the god of jacob," occurs in four New Testament verses and four Book of Mormon verses, resulting in the total count of 16 occurrences in Table 5 above.
Understanding that there are multiple citations for many of the strings, this study found that there are 441 instances of 318 unique strings that are found to be common between New Testament verses and the Book of Mormon. None of these strings are found in the Old Testament. These instances are therefore proposed as potential New Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon. A complete list of the 441instances is given in Appendix B. Note that the method described above to arrive at this proposed list of quotations required a good deal of human judgment. As such, the author makes no claim that Table 7 or Appendix B should be considered authoritative. It is hoped, however, that it will be useful as a starting point for future research and discussion. Table 8 . V.
New Testament Words and Quotations in the Book of Mormon
Matthew 4 3 8 4 30 9 124 1 6 1 1 191 Mark 4 1 7 2 8 3 3 1 29 Luke 2 3 4 3 9 1 38 2 1 63 John 3 1 1 6 2 16 3 1 1 34 Acts 22 1 13 9 2 13 4 3 1 68 Romans 1 1 1 2 1 6 1 Corinthians 1 5 6 2 Corinthians 1 1 1 3 Ephesians 1 1 Philippians 1 1 1 Thessalonians 1 1 1 Timothy 1 1 2 Timothy 2 2 Hebrews 3 2 2 2 9 James 1 1 1 Peter 1 1 2 Peter 1 2 3 1 John 1 1 Revelation 8 1 3 2 3 1
DISCUSSION OF RESULTS
As can be seen from Table 8 above, 19 of the 27 books of the New Testament are quoted by 13 of the 15 books of the Book of Mormon. The New Testament books that are quoted in the Book of Mormon include all four gospels, Acts, nine of the books traditionally assigned to Paul, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1 John, and Revelation. All of these books were written long after the visit of Jesus to the Nephites described in 3 Nephi, and this fact requires an explanation. It will be helpful for this discussion to break the events described in the New Testament and the Book of Mormon into three eras, based on the events that are described (pre-Christian, the ministry of Jesus, and apostolic). Note that this is not the same as the era in which the books were written. For example, the four gospels in the New Testament and 3 Nephi in the Book of Mormon are all categorized in this paper to be in the "ministry" category, even though the gospels and 3 Nephi were actually written during the apostolic era. Table 9 above gives the frequency of New Testament quotes, based on the era described by those books. This gives rise to three categories, each of which requires a different explanation for how a New Testament quotation could appear. The three categories (modified slightly from Matthews [3] ) are as follows: 1) New Testament ministry era material quoted in the Book of Mormon ministry and apostolic eras, 2) New Testament apostolic era material quoted in any part of the Book of Mormon, and 3) any New Testament material quoted in the pre-Christian portion of the Book of Mormon. Note that this method double counts, in categories 2 and 3, the 86 verses from the New Testament apostolic era that occur in the Book of Mormon pre-Christian era. 
New Testament Words and Quotations in the Book of Mormon
NT Ministry Era Quoted in the BoM Ministry and Apostolic Eras
Of the three categories created by Table 9 , the easiest to explain is the group of 165 verses from the ministry period of the New Testament that are quoted in the ministry period of the Book of Mormon. The four gospels describe events that took place during the ministry of Jesus in the Old World, just before Jesus visited the Book of Mormon peoples. It would be consistent with the Book of Mormon narrative to assume that Jesus could have easily related those events and repeated those teachings when he visited the Nephites in the New World. Similarly, those same teachings of Jesus could have been related by later Nephite historians during the apostolic period in the Book of Mormon. This accounts for another 40 quotations, for a total of 205 out of 441, or approximately 46% of all quotations. In this case there is a possible common source for these quotations that is consistent with the Book of Mormon structure and narrative -Jesus himself.
NT Apostolic Era Quoted During Any Era of the BoM
Another explanation is called for with regard to the 124 quotations from books in the New Testament that describe events from the apostolic period. Of these, 86 occur during the pre-Christian era of the Book of Mormon, 17 occur during the ministry era, and 21 occur during the Book of Mormon apostolic era. This gives the rather surprising result that New Testament apostolic era books are quoted more often during the preChristian era of the Book of Mormon than during the ministry and apostolic eras combined.
All of these potential quotations are somewhat problematic, since the events and teachings contained in the New Testament apostolic era did not occur until long after Jesus' visit to the Nephites, so no Nephite historian would have known about them based on Jesus' teachings among the Nephites in America -unless Jesus prophetically predicted what Paul and others would later write, and taught that to the Nephites [37] . If Jesus prophetically quoted Paul and others, that could account for the 38 apostolic era quotes that appear in the Book of Mormon ministry and apostolic eras, but it still would not explain the New Testament apostolic era quotes that appear in the pre-Christian portion of the Book of Mormon. Another explanation consistent with the teachings of the Book of Mormon would be that the apostolic era authors only wrote in the New Testament that which had previously been revealed to other Christian prophets in the Book of Mormon, as will be discussed further in the next section.
New Testament Quotations in the Pre-Christian Era of the Book of Mormon
The pre-Christian era books in the Book of Mormon contain 198 quotations from the New Testament. The presence of these quotations indicates that even the pre-Christian era portion of the Book of Mormon contains a large amount of Christian material. The very first book of the Book of Mormon, 1 Nephi, contains 46 quotes from the New Testament, 22 of which are from Acts. For example, 1 Nephi 15:18 quotes Acts 3:25, where Nephi refers the promise that God made to Abraham that, "in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed." This is a 12 word string that is common between both verses, and the context of both verses is similar. In both cases, the author is making the point that the promise made to Abraham applies to his people as well. On that basis it would appear that the verse is a deliberate quotation. This is an interesting quotation, however, because although the promise to Abraham is also given in the Old Testament in Gen 22:18, 26:4, and 28:14, the language is different in the Old Testament than the New Testament, and the Book of Mormon follows the language of the New Testament book of Acts, which was written during the apostolic period, even though the author, Nephi, was writing in the pre-Christian era and presumably had access to a copy of Genesis on the Brass Plates of Laban, so it would seem more likely that he would use the Old Testament language.
Another example is that 1 Nephi 10:11 seems to quote Acts 26:23, as shown below (quoted phrase underlined): "And it came to pass after my father had spoken these words he spake unto my brethren concerning the gospel which should be preached among the Jews, and also concerning the dwindling of the Jews in unbelief. And after they had slain the Messiah, who should come, and after he had been slain he should rise from the dead, and should make himself manifest, by the Holy Ghost, unto the Gentiles." This verse in the first book of the Book of Mormon is quite dense with Christian doctrine and terminology. The fact that this verse was purportedly written circa 600 BC, and yet is full of Christian themes certainly calls for an explanation. The explanation for this particular verse is given just a few verses earlier (1 Nephi 10:2): Nephi's father Lehi had received information about the future mission of Jesus Christ by revelation and had conveyed that information to his family and followers. This is consistent with the pattern described elsewhere in the Book of Mormon. Alma chapters 12 and 13 describe how God had prepared a "plan of redemption, which was laid from the foundation of the world," to enable men to overcome both the temporal and spiritual death that had come into the world as a result of the fall of Adam, through repentance and faith in his "only Begotten Son." God also "saw that it was expedient that man should know concerning the things whereof he had appointed unto them; therefore God conversed with men, and made known unto them the plan of redemption." In addition, "the Lord God ordained priests, after his holy order, which was after the order of his Son, to teach these things unto the people." The priesthood to which Alma refers (writing circa 82 B.C.) was not the Levitical priesthood described th great-uncle, the brother of Jared, which is very reminiscent of the vision of Paul on the road to Damascus as described in Acts 9. During this visitation Jesus ministers to the brother of Jared in a similar manner, Moroni tells us, that he would later minister to the Nephites, and teaches him, presumably, many of the same things that he would later teach to the Nephites. This accounts for how a pre-Christian-era writer such as Ether could know about Christian doctrine -because it was revealed to the brother of Jared and recorded for later reference. This is not all, however, since Ether had his own vision as well. In Ether 13:4 Moroni tells us, "Behold, Ether saw the days of Christ, and he spake concerning a New Jerusalem upon this land." This is indicative of the general pattern of direct revelation to many pre-Christian-era prophets in the Book of Mormon, including the brother of Jared, Ether, Lehi, Nephi, Alma, Samuel the Lamanite, another Nephi (circa 1 AD), Mormon, and Moroni. According to 2 Nephi 29:8, "I speak the same words unto one nation like unto another." Therefore, Christian doctrine expressed in language that would also be used by the New Testament writers, could theoretically have been made available by direct revelation during any Book of Mormon era [39] . According to the logic of the Book of Mormon, therefore, it was the authors of the New Testament who unwittingly quoted the pre-Christian era portion of the Book of Mormon 198 times. This was possible, according to the teachings of the Book of Mormon, because the authors of both the New Testament and the Book of Mormon were inspired by the same God to write similar teachings using similar language.
New Testament Words and Quotations in the Book of Mormon
Book of Mormon Quotations From Textual Variants in the King James Version
Since the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible was first published in 1611, many new ancient New Testament manuscripts have been found, and much has been done to produce a critical text of the bible that is believed to be much closer to the original text than the King James Version. Whenever the Book of Mormon follows the King James Version rather than the critical text, it highlights a potential problem [10, 40] . For example, this study shows that there are four verses in the Book of Mormon that quote from Mark 16, verses 15 -18. But Mark 16:9-20, sometimes called the "Longer Ending" of Mark, does not appear in the earliest Greek manuscripts and is now believed to have been added sometime in the early 2 nd century [41] . Scholars have also noted many other textual variants in the New Testament [42] , and in several cases this study shows that the Book of Mormon follows the King James Version as opposed to the modern critical text, as shown in Table 10 below: In order to explain this phenomenon using the logic of the Book of Mormon, the original authors of the New Testament must not have been sufficiently inspired to include the longer version of Luke or the other textual variants included in the Book of Mormon, but the later copyists were inspired to make the additions or changes. This rather awkward explanation is not likely to satisfy even the proponents of the Book of Mormon as an inspired and historically accurate text, therefore a more in-depth study of the use of textual variants from the KJV in the Book of Mormon in certainly warranted.
VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Although the author makes no claim that the list of potential quotations shown in Appendix C is either exhaustive or the final word on the matter, this study has shown that the Book of Mormon contains a large number of quotations from the New Testament that are not contained in the Old Testament. Less than half of the New Testament quotations identified in this study (205 out of 441) come from the gospels and are quoted in the ministry or apostolic periods of the Book of Mormon. The existence of these quotations is not particularly problematic because the Book of Mormon includes an account of the resurrected Jesus visiting the Nephites in the New World shortly after his death and resurrection in Jerusalem. It would be consistent with the Book of Mormon narrative for Jesus to have transmitted those teachings to the Nephites who included them in their records.
The majority of the New Testament quotations (236 out of 441), however, either appear in the preChristian era of the Book of Mormon, or come from New Testament books, such as the writings of Paul, that were written during the apostolic period, long after the ministry of Jesus to the Nephites depicted in 3 Nephi. These quotations require a specialized explanation to remain internally consistent with the structure of the Book of Mormon. The Book of Mormon itself provides the explanation required -that God has revealed the fullness of the gospel in all ages and to all peoples, to prophets who were high priests after the order of Melchizedek, who had the authority to preach the gospel and administer the rites and ordinances of the gospel.
Thus, if one is willing to accept the basic premise of the Book of Mormon, it could be surmised that when the pre-Christian portion of the Book of Mormon appears to quote the New Testament, it is really the New Testament authors writing at a later date who were unwittingly quoting the Book of Mormon, due to inspiration from the same divine source. In the case of Book of Mormon quotations from textual variants in the King James Version of the New Testament, the logic of the Book of Mormon requires the rather labored explanation that the original authors of the New Testament were not as inspired as the later copyists, who added inspired language to the original text. All of these explanations are supernatural in nature, however, and cannot be tested scientifically. So they must either be accepted as a matter of faith, or ruled out by Occam's Razor. A much simpler and readily available explanation for the presence of New Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon would be that the Book of Mormon was written after the King James Version of the New Testament.
The challenge that the Book of Mormon has always placed squarely before the reader from the day it was published until today, and from the Title Page to the last page, is its own self-proclamation that it is a work of divine origin. The presence of New Testament quotations in the Book of Mormon is perfectly consistent with that self-proclamation, but also brings into sharp relief the absolute necessity of a supernatural explanation for the Book of Mormon in order for it to remain internally self-consistent. There is no traditional earthly mode of transmission that would explain the New Testament quotations that appear in the Book of Mormon that would also be internally consistent with the narrative.
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